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B E T T E R  R E S U L T S   

Searching 



Topics of interest 

 Exact Words and Phrases 

 Excluding a Word 

 Site Search 

 The Wildcard 

 Time Ranges 

 File Type 

 Word Definitions 

 Advanced Google Search 

 



Exact Words and Phrases 

 Basic and widely known 

 Searching for a word in quotations (“”) will return results have 
the words together in phrases  

 Example “ Baby Grand Piano”  

 Results that return should have those three words next to each 
other.  



 

The words in 
bold is the 
search phrase 
we wanted.  



Excluding a Word 
 

 The minus operator(-) allows the searcher to limit 
the results  to words know you don’t to show up. Put 
the minus sign in front of any word you do not want. 

 

 Examples  

 Mexico –city 

  -rodent 

  -"Jack Russell" 



 

Keep in mind 
Search term 
minus sign 
doesn’t work 
for images 

The word 
city is not 
showing 
up in the 
search 
results  



Site Search 
 

  (site:) operator allows you to perform a search in a 
specific site or specific Generic top-level domain.  

 If you have to find websites that only educational (Generic 
top-level domain, .edu) 

  Example Searching specific Site 

  Site: Shorter.edu books 

 Example searching specific Generic top-level domain.  

 Site: .edu 

 Site: .gov 



 
The results 
are only for 
the site 
shorter.edu 
and key 
word books 



 

The only 
results are  
.edu sites as 
well as 
psychology 



Wild Card 

 The asterisk (*) is a wildcard that can match any 
word inside your search phrase 

 Example, if you wanted to see what companies Google has 
purchased and how much they paid, you could use this search:  

 “google purchased * for * dollars” 



 

The words fill in 
where the * was 
in the search 
box 



Time Range 

 (#..#) Operator allows you to search for materials in 
specified time frame  

 Example Whales 2008..2010 

 Be sure to have the to (..) In between the two years you want to 
search 



 

Only 
whales 
and the 
dates we 
wanted 
are in the 
search 
results 



File Type 

 The (filetype:)operator lets you search for files of a 
specific file type. 

 Example filetype: pdf Deaf Parents 

 To see the list of file types you can search for 
https://developers.google.com/search-
appliance/documentation/62/reference/formats  



 
Only pdf 
document
s result 
returned 



Word Definition  

 The (define:) operator lets you quickly search for the 
meaning of a word with out searching for the 
dictionary and then the word definition. 

 Example define:boast 



 

First result is 
the 
definition  


